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How can you build financial freedom together?

Taking control of your finances and shaping the future you want

Imagine building a life with someone you love, sharing a home, planning holidays and perhaps raising a family.Your
finances become intertwined, and you naturally start making decisions together. But what if circumstances changed
unexpectedly? Maintaining financial independence within a relationship can provide security, confidence and greater

freedom to navigate life’s uncertainties.

WHY FINANCIAL

INDEPENDENCE MATTERS

Financial independence does not imply a lack of
trust or commitment. It means understanding

your financial position, having savings in your own
name and feeling confident about making informed
decisions about your future.When both partners
understand their finances, they can build a healthier
relationship grounded in openness, mutual respect
and shared responsibility.

Life rarely follows a predictable path. Redundancy,
iliness, bereavement, separation or caring responsibilities
can significantly strain household finances.Access
to personal funds and a clear understanding of your
financial commitments can provide a valuable safety
net, helping you make decisions without feeling entirely
dependent on your partner.

START WITH HONEST
CONVERSATIONS
Talking about money can feel uncomfortable,
especially when partners have different attitudes
to spending, saving or borrowing. However,
discussing income, debts, financial priorities and
long-term ambitions early on can help prevent
misunderstandings. Regular conversations also help
couples agree how household bills will be shared
while ensuring both retain some financial autonomy.
A joint account can be useful for managing
mortgage payments, household expenses and family
costs, but it need not replace individual accounts.
Finding the right balance between shared and
personal finances enables couples to work towards
common goals while maintaining control of their
own money.

BUILD A STRONGER FINANCIAL
FOUNDATION

One practical step is to set up an emergency
fund in your name. A useful target is three to
six months’ essential living expenses, held in
an accessible savings account. Even modest,
regular contributions can build a financial
buffer over time.

It is equally important to understand your
pension, review your savings and consider longer-
term investments where appropriate. If one
partner takes a career break or reduces working
hours to care for children or relatives, discuss the
potential impact on pension contributions and
future retirement income. Both partners’ financial
security should be taken into account.

PROTECT YOUR FUTURE
TOGETHER
Financial planning goes beyond day-to-day
budgeting. Reviewing Wills, life assurance and
pension beneficiary nominations can help
ensure your arrangements reflect your wishes,
particularly after marriage, separation or the
arrival of children. Unmarried couples should not
assume that cohabitation automatically confers
inheritance rights in England and Wales.
Ultimately, financial independence is not
about preparing for a relationship to fail; it
is about ensuring both partners can engage
in the relationship with confidence. By
combining open communication, individual
financial resilience and shared planning,
couples can safeguard their futures and
strengthen their partnership. B

YOUR FUTURE MATTERS.
ISN'T IT TIMETO PUT A PLAN
IN PLACE?

The right financial decisions today will help you

feel more confident about tomorrow.Whether
you're thinking about retirement, protecting the
people you love or building greater financial
security, we can help you understand your
options and plan for what matters most.

Contact us today to take the first step
towards your financial goals.

THIS ARTICLE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE

TAX, LEGAL OR FINANCIAL ADVICE AND
SHOULD NOT BE RELIED UPON AS SUCH.
FOR GUIDANCE, SEEK PROFESSIONAL ADVICE.
A PENSION ISA LONG-TERM INVESTMENT
NOT NORMALLY ACCESSIBLE UNTIL AGE 55
(57 FROM APRIL 2028, UNLESS THE PLAN HAS
A PROTECTED PENSION AGE). THE VALUE OF
YOUR INVESTMENTS (AND ANY INCOME
FROM THEM) CAN GO DOWN ASWELL

AS UPAND YOU MAY RECEIVE BACK LESS
THANYOU INVEST,AFFECTING THE LEVEL OF
PENSION BENEFITS AVAILABLE.YOUR HOME
MAY BE REPOSSESSED IFYOU DO NOT KEEP UP
REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE.
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